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that constitutes the happiness of your life and of your family, if ever you have one, than about your estate.
Sist. You run this matter up to a strange height, sister, as if all my felicity consisted in this one question, whether my husband be a religious man or no ? nay, as if it consisted in his being of the same opinion in religion as I am of: as if I could not be religious though my husband was not so ; or, in a word, as if I could not go to heaven without my husband.
Eld. Sist. No, sister; it is you that run it too hJgh : I do not say you cannot go to heaven without your husband, or you cannot be religious without your husband ; but I do say you cannot go comfortably through the journey thither without him, or he without you. A woman is to be a helpmate, and a man is to be the same: now a husband will be a sorry help to a wife, if he is not a help in the religious part of her life ; and a sorry help, indeed, in the religious part, if he has no sense of it himself.
Sist. But I tell you he has a sense of it, and an affection to it.
Eld. Sist. Well, but it will hold in the other part of the question too : suppose he has ; yet if his sense of religion is not the same with, or agreeable to, your sense of it, if he thinks you are going the wrong way, and you think he is going the wrong way, one pulls this way, and the other pulls that way, in religion; what will this come to in the family, sister ? have you considered that ?
Sist. Yes, yes, I have considered it very well.
Eld. Sist. I doubt it, sister; I doubt you have only considered of it so as to resolve not to consider of it.
Sist. I have considered it so far as to see that